Automatic drug dispensing help or hindrance?
Automated drug-dispensing systems, already widely used in the United States, are increasingly being implemented on nursing units in Canada. The systems are designed to achieve computerized control of unit-dose medication dispensing throughout the institution. Proponents of these systems claim that they will substantially reduce nurse and pharmacist time devoted to drug distribution while reducing the risk of medication errors for patients. It is an attractive claim for health care institutions that are trying to make more effective use of staff resources.